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EDINBURGH 


I don’t remember what brought us to the Old Town 
Threading steep cobbled streets and colder alleys 
Past narrow grey yards of tall stone tenements 
Angular and alien, paralleling the sheer rise 

Of the Castle itself on its gaunt rock 

Over the sootblackened dourness of the stones. 


Perhaps it was some vague sense of Scott, 

The lost romances out of our childhood reading, 
The Midlothian, Jeannie and douce David Deans. 
Perhaps in the Lawnmarket we hoped to find 
Souvenirs less frankly touristic than tartans 

In shops less smart than elegant Prince’s Street. 


One shopkeeper was more cordial than the others. 
Carefully wrapping the little hand-knit mittens 

For the children of our friends in Rhode Island, he confided 
That though he had a Scots wife he was still a stranger 

In a stony land where wars are never ended. 

“T’m a Sassenach . . . and you know what that means!” 


The Kirk itself was a sour disappointment. 

Brisk with chattering guides, clattering schoolboys, 
It held no room for reverence. A curiously 

Gritty dust of parochialism 

Numbed the jeweled warmth of the old cathedral. 
“In Scotland Her Majesty is Presbyterian.” 


Stumbling without guidebook into a tiny close 

You found me the real souvenir, the half-hidden plaque 
Under the low arch: this was Boswell’s lodging. 

We forgot the soiled linen of our sullen hotel; 

We knew then we had come tracking his grumbling giant. 
Joining a nobler company of tourists 

We warmed to the cold stones of this grey town. 
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